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DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 7 August 1843 



COPY of any Correspondence which took place between the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland and the Governors of the National Institution for the Educa- 
tion of the Deaf and Dumb Children of the Poor of Ireland, established 
at Claremont, relative to any Changes proposed to the Governors of that 
Institution to be made in the Principles and Forms of the System of 
Education heretofore carried on there. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 18 August 1843. 



® ,r ’ Secretary’s Office, 29 July 1843 . 

A CLAUSE has been introduced into the Poor Law Amendment Bill, giving 
power to Boards of Guardians to send deaf and dumb children, on payment 
of the cost of their maintenance, to the National Institution for the Education of 
Deaf and Dumb Children of the Poor in Ireland. 

I undei’stand, however, that an objection, on the part of the Roman-catholics, 
is likely to be made to this clause, on the ground that no provision being made 
in that institution for the education of Roman-catholic children in the doctrines 
of their own church, conversions to Protestantism would be the probable conse- 
quence. 

1 should, therefore, be much obliged to you to inform me whether any 
arrangements could be made for securing to the Roman-catholics who may 
become inmates of this establishment the benefit of an education in the doctrines 
or that church. 



The Rev. Charles Stuart Stanford, 
Secretary, &c. 

16, Upper Sackville-street, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 
(signed) Eliot. 



4 , Summer Villa, Upper Leison-street, 
My Lord, 1 August 1843 . 

I have not been connected, in any way, with the Claremont Institution since 
I resigned the parish in which it is situated, further than that I continue a con- 
tributor to its funds, and a well-wisher to the objects it has in view. 

I have, however, forwarded your Lordship’s letter to the managing committee 
of the institution, requesting that they would give it their earliest consideration, 
and communicate with you accordingly. 

I remain, &e. 

(signed) Charles S. Stanford. 



. . T 16, Upper Sackville-street, 

M y Lord ’ 2 August 1843 . 

I had the honour to lay your Lordship’s letter before the Committee, at their 
usual weekly meeting this morning, and I am directed in reply to inform your 
Lordship, that the National Deaf and Dumb Institution at Claremont havino- 
been founded and maintained by the voluntary contributions of private indivi” 
587 • duals, 
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duals, including several suras of large amount and various legacies, upon the 
express understanding that the education communicated to the objects of their 
care shall be based upon the Holy Scriptures, which principle has never been 
departed from, the committee do not feel themselves at liberty to make any 
alteration on a point which they consider of essential importance. J 

At the same time they think it right to mention for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, that a large majority of the pupils hitherto educated in their institution 
have been Roman-catholics, and that very few instances have occurred during the 
whole course of its existence, now a period of more than 27 years, in which the 
parents or guardians have refused to avail themselves of the advantages which 
the institution affords, from objection to the principles on which it is founded ; 
and they consequently hope, that in framing any clause in the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, for the purpose of enabling Boards of Guardians to pay for 
the education of deaf and dumb children at institutions of this kind, nothing 
may be introduced to prevent' such Boards of Guardians as may approve of the 
principles on which the Claremont Institution is founded having the option of 
selecting it if they think proper. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George T. D. Mangan, 

Right Hon. Lord Eliot. Assistant Sec. pro tem. 
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